Engaging New
Audiences

Dexter Mead
Executive Director
Dartmouth Natural Resources Trust
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About our map



Acres of Land Protected

Nearly 5,000 acres total, including
ownership of 1,500 acres in 53

“Reserves” open to the public.

Membership

Approximately 800 individuals,
families and businesses.

Annual Operating Budget

Approximately $340,000 (not
Including special land

acquisition projects).

Staff

3 full-time and 2 part-time staff.
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The River Project

» “Sculpture inspired by the
Slocum’s River Reserve”

» Explore “dialogue”
between art & nature

» Site-specific sculptures




The River Project

> 6 artists — each visited the

property and selected a
specific site
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GOALS

»Provide an inspirational and
enjoyable free outdoor
experience for people of all
ages

»Increase public interest in
and support for art & natural
areas

» Stimulate a dialogue about
art and nature and the
connections between them




The River Project

» First River Project:
Auqust 2009 — March 2010

» Second River Project:
June 2012 — May 2013
(committee formed in August
2010; artists selected in May
2011)







The River Project Partnership

-DNRT & The Trustees of Reservations

- Co-own Reserve, co-host events
- TTOR provided design work for print materials
- 2012-13: DNRT raised $25,000 to pay artists and pay for

events & materials
-Gustin Gallery

- hosted companion exhibit with drawings & models
- hosted opening

-UMASS-Dartmouth

- 2009-10: Curator, Artists, Stipend
- 2012-13: Curator, Hosted Lectures
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Hensio Hews Porcs | ace Forer
Coats emerge from the forest in Ellen Lewis Watson's “Green Men,” one of the art exhibits along the walking trails of the Slocum River Reserve.

ART ALFRESCO

Sculptures greet visitors to walking trails at Slocum Ri
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“Magical, creative and spiritual surprise at every turn!™

“Extraordinary!”

“An amazing juxtaposition of nature and art!”
“Beautiful — what a great place to walk and see sculpture.”
“Magical place! The sculptures are breathtaking.”

“Stunning integration of material and landscape.”












The River Project

Advice

1.Determine your goals
- try 10 measure success

2.Sult the site

3.Select a good “art” partner
- need someone who understands the art world
- choose artists carefully

4.Involve local schools
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