


Stewardship Challenges: 
Managing Visitor Use

• ATV/ORV Damage       
• Vandalism
• Dumping/Littering         
• Encroachment
• Illegal Hunting 
• Dog Problems
• Swimming/Ice 

Hazards 

• Vista Cutting
• Illegal Camping 
• Camp Fires     
• Theft of Stones, 

Trees, Artifacts
• Dangerous 

Structures(rebar/bolt)



Identify problem.  Make moves to fix it.



Vandalism
Breaking, damaging, defacing the property

• graffiti (spray paint) 
• breaking property structures, (fences, 

gates, signs, locks, bridges, trails, walls, 
restoration work, etc)

• building forts, treehouses, bike ramps, 
trails, paintball areas, campsites, fire pits 
etc



Vandalism Problems

• Ecological and physical damage

• Costs to clean/fix damage

• Impacts public’s perception of your 
organization and conservation in general. 







Options for Addressing Problems

• Know the problem!
• Signage: Post property rules.
• If possible,meet and warn those responsible. 
• Presence (part time ranger, gate keeper, 

volunteers, neighbor with vested interest, 
police).

• Encourage legitimate visitor use (maintain 
attractive site, nature walks/programs)

• Improved visibility (motion sensor lights, site 
design, site improvements for problem).



Problem ‐Vehicle Break Ins



Addressing vehicle break in 
problem:

• Keep the property clean and inviting to 
improve/promote appropriate visitor usage.

• Direct communication with visitors and neighbors. 
• Have informed staff/volunteers present at key times.
• Signage.
• Improve visibility of parking lot.
• Increase police presence. 
• Security camera.











 

 

 

                        

            $19                           $4                              20c 
 

                           

                   $7     
 

Total Estimated Install Time = 2 hours 

Total Cost Materials = $29.10     





Illegal Motorized Vehicle 
Use

• ATV (all terrain vehicle)
• ORV (off road vehicle)
• OHV (off highway vehicle)
• Dirtbike
• Snowmobile
• Trucks
• Jeeps



Illegal  Motorized Vehicle 
Problems

• Natural resource damage (plants,  
animals, soil, water quality)

• Incompatible with other uses
• Safety and liability issues









Fresh tire tracks despite notice for 
ATVs to stay off this protected 
beach.





Options for Addressing 
Motorized Vehicle Problems

• confront offenders and parents directly 
• signage/rules posted
• fences/gates/boulders?
• Police
• Trail and lot design considerations
• persistence and presence









Easy detective work - follow the tracks Hastings!







Addressing this Motorized 
Vehicle Issue

• Reach out to riders: describe organization 
property, rules, reasons. 

• Warn that police will be notified.
• Document with formal letter if possible. 
• Involve police if necessary. 
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